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INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE NETS
$300,000 FOR HHS CLIENTS

Earned Income Tax Credit Dollars Help Welfare-to-Work Families
Reach Self Sufficiency

Monroe County Executive Jack Doyle today announced that Department
of Human & Health Services (HHS) clients making the transition from welfare
to work received more that $300,000 due to free tax preparation services
provided by County employees. This program was offered  by the County to
help individuals take advantage of Federal and State Earned Income Tax
Credits.

“We have been tremendously successful in helping families leave welfare
and move into the workforce,” said Doyle. “By assisting low income families in
filing their taxes and taking advantage of the Earned Income Tax Credit, we
have added thousands of dollars to their incomes.  The success of this income
tax assistance program will help these individuals on the road to
independence.”

A total of 123 tax returns were completed this year at no cost. Earned
Income Tax Credits totaled $141,608.00, and Federal Income Tax Refunds
totaled $186,631.00. This free assistance was offered through a program called
VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance). HHS clients filled every available slot
for the 6 weeks of the tax preparation program.

Doyle also thanked Department of Human and Health Services staff that
volunteered to assist clients in filing their taxes and applying for the EITC.

“I want to thank our employees who volunteered to prepare the tax
forms. They’re on the front lines in helping these families improve their lives
and gave their own time to assist in this very worthwhile effort,” said Doyle.

###
For further information, call:
Communications and Special Events, 428-2380
See us on the Web at www.monroecounty.gov
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